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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 1853 

DEPARTMENT PASS BAGHDAD 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, KU, IZ, IR 

SUBJECT: IRAN CONDEMNS IRAQI ATTACK ON KUWAIT 
REF: KUWAIT 0872 ( NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: IRANIAN NEWSPAPERS WHICH REAPPEARED MARCH 24 AFTER 
THREE DAY NOW RUZ HOLIDAY, FEATURE AND CONDEMN IRAQI RAID 
ON KUWAITI BORDER POST. EDITORIALS POINTEDLY WARN IRAQ AGAINST 
ATTACKING KUWAIT. EDITORIAL THEME PRIVATELY ECHOED BY FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICER. END SUMMARY. 
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1. MAIN HEADLINES AND LEAD ARTICLES IN MARCH 24 TEHRAN PRESS 
ARE DEVOTED TO IRAQI ATTACK ON KUWAITI BORDER POST. ARTICLES 
CONDIMN ATTACK AND TREAT IT AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF AGGRESSIVE 
TENDENCIES OF BAGHDAD REGIME. EDITORIALS INCLUDE TOUGH 
WARNING IN SEMI- OFFICIAL KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL REMINDING IRAQ 
THAT IT MAY BE ABLE TO USE FORCE AGAINST KUWAIT BAT POINTEDLY 
ADDING THAT IF SAME MEANS SHOULD BE USED AGAINST BAGHDAD, 

IRAQIS WOULD HAVE LITTLE ROOM TO COMPLAIN. 

2. DURING MARCH 24 DISCUSSION AT FOREIGN MINISTRY, PERSIAN 
GULF AFFAIRS CHIEF NASSER MAJD CONFIRMED TO EMBASSY THAT 
IRANIANS ARE CLOSELY FOLLOWING IRAQI KUWAITI BORDER DEVELOPMENTS. 
MAID NOTED APPROVINGLY THAT REACTION FROM ARAB COUNTRIES IS 
GENERALLY NEGATIVE TO IRAQI ACTION. VISITING EGYPTIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER MOHAMMAD HASSAN AL- ZAYYAT HAD ALSO SIGNIFICANTLY DEPLORED 
IRAQI ATTACK IN LOCAL NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW. ( ZAYYAT' S STATEMENT 

WAS LEAD HEADLINE IN ONE NEWSPAPER.) MAJD WAS INCLINED TO 
BELIEVE THE IRAQIS WOULD NOT GO FURTHER THAN THEY ALREADY HAVE 
AGAINST KUWAIT. NOT ONLY WAS ARAB WORLD AGAINST THEM BUT BAGHDAD 
WOULD SURELY REALIZE THAT IRAN 1 S OWN INTERESTS WERE OPPOSED 
TO IRAQI AMBITIONS IN KUWAIT. 

3. COMMENT: IRANIAN REACTION TO BORDER CLASH IS STRONGLY 
NEGATIVE BUT THERE ARE NO SIGNS OF UNDUE ALARM AND NO INDICA- 
TIONS THAT ANY MILITARY MOVEMENTS OR DISPOSITIONS HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE AS A RESULT OF IT. WHILE IRANIANS CONVINCED THAT BASIC 
STRAIN OF IRRATIONALITY PERVADES REGIME IN BAGHDAD, IRAQIS 
ARE NOT DEEMED TO BE SO RASH AS TO LAUNCH MAJOR ATTACK 
AGAINST KUWAIT IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. 

HELMS 

NOTE BY OC/ T: NOT PASSED BAGHDAD. 
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